Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PALERM 00254 101140Z 
43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAM-01 

OMB-01 IO-ll /072W 

015404 

R091440Z APR 76 
FM AMCONGEN PALERMO IT 
TO AMEMB ROME IT 
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 1762 

CONFIDENTIAL PALERMO 0254 
E.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: CONSTITUTION OF AN ANTI-COMMUNIST ELECTION COMMITTEE 
1 . PROFESSOR NICOLA G. SCHILLACI, VICE SECRETARY OF INDUSTRIALISTS 
ASSOCIATION OF THE PROVINCE OF PALERMO, INFORMED US OF THE FOLLOWING 
DURING A VISIT TO THE CONSULATE GENERAL ON APRIL 9, L976: 

CONSTITUTION OF A COMMITTEE FOR AN ANTI-COMMUNIST ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN IN SICILY: SCHILLACI INFORMED US THAT A NEW COMMITTEE FOR 
AN ANTI-COMMUNIST ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN IS BEING FORMED IN PALERMO. 
THE COMMITTEE WILL CONSIST OF 64 MEMBERS FROM 32 ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDING INDUSTRIALISTS, AGRICULTURALISTS, PROFESSIONALS SUCH AS 
ENGINEERS, LAWYERS, MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS, ARTISANS, ETC. A 
9-PERSON EXECUTIVE BOARD INCLUDING DR. VARVARO, PRESIDENT OF SICILIAN 
AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION, DR. VIRGA, PRESIDENT OF PALERMO'S 
INDUSTRIALISTS; DR. CENTINEO, PRESIDENT OF ARTISANS, WILL IMPLEMENT 
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THE COMMITTEE'S PROGRAM. THE COMMITTEE HOPES TO START ITS 
ACTIVITIES BEFORE EASTER WITH A PRESS CONFERENCE. OTHER PLANNED 
ACTIVITIES ARE CONFERENCES, MEETINGS FJ , ECTOR .CANVAS, SING &ND 
PRESS PUBLICITY. SCHILLACI STATED THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL BE 
FINANCED THROUGH VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE CATEGORIES 
REPRESENTED AND INDICATED THAT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE U.S. 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. HE WAS CLEARLY EMBARRASSED WHEN ASKING FOR 
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SUCH HELP.) HE VAGUELY INDICATED THAT THE COMMITTEE INTENDS TO 
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SUPPORT MOSTLY DC CANDIDATES. HE SPECIFIED. HOWEVER, THAT THE 
COMMITTEE WILL BE EXTREMELY SELECTIVE IN CHOSING SUCH CANDIDATES, 
ELIMINATING ALL THOSE MORALLY OR POLITICALLY COMPROMISED. 

2. REMARKS: SCHILLACI WAS AMONG THE SPONSORS OF ANOTHER 
COMMITTEE WHICH IN THE SICILIAN REGIONAL AND ITALIAN NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS IN 1970-1971 PROVIDED SUPPORT TO THE MSI IN THE 

PALERMO AND TRAPANI PROVINCES. THAT COMMITTEE'S EFFORTS APPEARED 
TO HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE RESULTS. 

3. ITALIAN POLITICAL ELECTIONS FOR JUNE 24. 1976? DURING 
SCHILLACI VISIT TO ON. D ACQUISTO, DC REGIONAL ASSESSOR OF LABOR) 

THIS MORNING THE LATTER RECEIVED A PHONE CALL FROM BUDGET 
UNDERSECRETARY ON LIMA, WHO INFORMED HIM THAT THE DC HAD DISCUSSED 
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THE POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING POLITICAL ELECTION TWO WEEKS AFTER 

JUNE 13 REGIONAL ONES. 

4. A MORE DETAILED REPORT WILL FOLLOW. 

CHIAVARINI 
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